The CK'in Empire
was customary in Chinese palace architecture and as can still be seen in the Peking Summer Palace. These passageways were bordered with evergreen trees and they were formed of regularly beaten earth.
('Every time that he (the Emperor) had conquered some prince," says Che-pe, "he built, a palace at Hsien-yang similar to the one he had destroyed. He transferred there all the precious objects and art treasures he had taken; he peopled them with the loveliest women in the Empire of whom there were fully ten thousand! Each one of these imperial residences had its provisions, its staff, its courtiers, its musical instruments, and was always fully equipped so that Shih Huang-ti could go there whenever he wished and find everything ready for him. The twelve months of the year were not enough to visit them all. The avenues were decorated with silks and embroideries; everywhere there were hanging gardens, covered alley-ways and everything to rejoice the sight or to satisfy one's curiosity".1
The residential palace, surpassing all others in grandeur and magnificence, was called the "City of the Palace". It had taken seven hundred thousand men to build it. The two peaks of the Southern mountain formed the pillars of the main doorway and the avenues which crossed the palace enclosure in all directions were each eighty Us long. The grea t courtyard could hold a hundred thousand men and the great hall ten thousand. The latter was so high that fifty-foot banners did not reach the ceiling. The stone was quarried from the foothills of the Kun-lun mountains, the wood came from the present provinces of Hu-pe and Sze-chuan and was of many kinds: cypress, fir, pine, cinnamon and all species of . sw.e.Qt-smelling woods. From the south had been brought coral trees and others with shiny leaves that grow in Yunnan. The sumptuous decoration and the richness of the interior can only be guessed at, as nothing has survived which might
1 H. d'Ardenne de Tizac: La Chine feodale et I'art chinois: Les Ts'in (Artibus Asiae, IV, 1926).
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